Commissioning Moment Template

Introduction
Today we recognise the call of God on [name(s)] to become [pastor(s)/leader(s)] of [church/ministry]. Through prayer and knowing the Lordship of Jesus Christ in your life, you have recognised and received a call by God’s Spirit to serve in this Church family.

Reading

1 Peter 5:2
Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them—not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; 
not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve;		


Questions to New Leader(s)	

Do you accept the call of God to service as [role] for [church/ministry]
Will you serve with diligence, care and love.
Will you with God’s help seek to be good examples in Godly character and lifestyle. 
Will you protect and oversee God’s people and uphold the importance of The Word and The Spirit, giving honour and allegiance to Jesus Christ, the head of The Church?

Answer: We Will

Question to Church

Will you, as members of [Church/Ministry], support, honour and encourage these leaders and pray for them as they outwork the call of God on their lives?

Answer: We will

Commissioning to the People

The induction to ministry takes the form of a conversation between [name(s)] and the church. These words you share form an agreement of trust, a commitment which you make before God today.

Today we stand with each other recognizing Christ, the Lord, with us today,
affirming our faith in the God who loves us with a love that transforms us,
and who calls us to work for a transformed world.

Today we stand with each other, recognizing Christ in each other, affirming the calling of the Spirit who has brought us together this day.

NEW LEADER: Today I bring myself and the gifts I have, and I commit to serve and encourage this church and community; to respect and care for you, to take responsibility among you, to seek God with you, to listen to God in you, and to work with you to be like Christ in this world.

ALL: Today we bring ourselves and the gifts we have, and we commit to serve and encourage one another; to seek the way of Christ, to keep the unity of the Spirit, and encourage you as our Pastor as we make this journey together.

ALL: God of Glory, You call us and empower us. We give ourselves today, to You and to each other, trusting that as you call us, so you promise to be with us, to nurture and sustain our life together and to guide our paths forward. Amen

Prayer & Laying on of Hands

Declaration

Today we are in agreement that The Lord has led you to this church and how the congregation has discerned it is the Lord’s will to invite you to become pastor; you and the church have made promises which now form a bond, a pledge between you; and we have commissioned you to this new ministry with prayer and the laying on of hands.

Therefore, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and on behalf of our Assembly of God and Ground Level family of churches,

I declare you as [role] of [Church/Ministry]

The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.

Amen



Final Readings

2 Timothy 1:14 
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

Hebrews 13:20-21
Now may the God of peace, who through the blood 
of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead 
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, 
and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
